
                                                                                “Backsliders” 
 
Have you ever found yourself “falling away from God”? For most of us this is not an intentional, or willful act of wrong-
doing. A backslider can sometimes mean that we get caught up in ourselves by going ahead of God.  
 

Make no mistake. God takes no delight in making people feel miserable [Lamentations 3:32-33]. However, He does allow 
us to go through times of discomfort so as to draw us ever closer to Himself.  For just as it says, “ ‘Return to Me,’ says the 
Lord of hosts, that I may return to you’ ” [Zechariah 1:3; Malachi 3:7; James 4:8].   
 

I distinctly remember a breakfast meeting many years ago when I got into a theological argument with my pastor at our 
church in Springfield, VA. Never a good idea! It had to do with the heading in Hebrews, chapter 6, which is aptly titled: 
“The Peril of Falling Away.” In verses 4-6 the writer says: “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God 
and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since 
they again crucify to themselves the son of God, and put him to open shame.” In my treatise it was my contention that 
this was an obvious reference to those who are “unredeemed.” My pastor, however, took issue with my skewed thinking!  
 

Until recently I steadfastly held on to my original thought. I remained undeterred, unmoved and unyielding! In point of 
fact, most of us have either been, or at some future time will find ourselves “backslidden”. And, if left unchecked, we may 
find ourselves discouraged. Harboring doubts as to whether God wants us back. But dear ones, nothing could be further 
from the truth!  
 

Perhaps you’ve found yourself drifting away from the Lord for no apparent reason. You read the Bible regularly. You even 
go through the motions of prayer, but your words seem hollow. During these so-called, “dry times,” this is no time to give 
up, or to throw in the old proverbial towel!  
 

Instead of relying upon our own pre-conceived notions or emotions, consider for a moment what the Bible actually says 
about someone like you or me who has strayed away from Him (if only for a time)? First and foremost, we must remember 
that God still loves you and He wants to restore you to right relationship with Him. God does not want anyone to be lost [2 
Peter 3:9]. He loves us with an everlasting love [Jeremiah 31:3].  
 

What I failed to see then, and what you may fail to see now is what the writer of Hebrews says later in this same chapter. 
“But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are 
speaking in this way. For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown towards His 
name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints” [Hebrews 6:9, 10]. 
 

In his book, Made for His Pleasure, Alistair Begg quotes Charles Spurgeon who compared a backslidden believer to a man 
on board ship in the midst of high seas. “He may be knocked on the deck time and time again by the waves, but he is never 
washed overboard.” 
 

Using this analogy Begg’s writes: “This also applies to the Christian experience. The hymn writer Robert Robinson put it 
to words so eloquently: ‘prone to wander, Lord I feel it. Prone to Leave the God I love.’ For although we may suffer  
temporary defeats in a continual and irreconcilable war, ‘sin will not be our master’ [Romans 6:14].”  
 

Have a care, 
 

Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of January our unrestricted contributions 
were $48,801.00 and our expenses were $25,908.00. 
Contributions for the first four Sundays in February 
were $28,768.00. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund 
totaled $6,800.00 for the month of January. This fund 
is used for building and maintenance expenses and to 
cover emergency costs that may arise. 
        Your Finance Committee 
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Thank You Note 

Gary and I  wish to thank you for all the prayers, calls, 
meals, phone calls of concern that were given to us during 
my last spinal surgery. The Lord put his healing power in 
the surgeon’s hands and I am now PAIN FREE and on 
my way to complete restoration! I continue to have physi-
cal therapy, PRAISE HIS NAME! 

 Bev Bair    

March Birthdays 

Flo Wade   03/02 

Judy Carpenter  03/06 

Gilbert Dementis  03/12 

Bette Storhaug   03/12 

Jan Gossett   03/13 

Renell Klemp   03/16 

Chuck Lundeen  03/16 

Kathy Battiste   03/22 

Barbara Mallory  03/23 

Suzanne Urwiller  03/31 

Happy Birthday! 

March Anniversaries 

Barbara & (*Larry) Mallory  03/02 

Dick & Altha Sleeman  03/07 

Merv & Ava Olson   03/08 

Jim & Gloria Anderson  03/18 

Bob & Linda Schooley  03/19 

Dale & Marie Wright   03/21 

Dave & Marcia Lantz   03/22 

Ed & Donna Thompson  03/22 

Howard & Rose Kast   03/25 

Nick & Nancy  Snider   03/25 

Tony & Marlys Hossele  03/26 

Bill & Elaine Shiflet   03/29 

Michele & (*Eural) Southerland 03/29 

Happy Anniversary! 

A note of Thanks from Ella  
 
Dear loving people of Grace Community Church, 

I have been blessed to have the opportunity to work with all of 
you kind and loving people for 16 years plus. I resigned be-
cause I have dementia. You have always been in my daily 
prayers and I will continue to pray for you. Please pray for 
me. My farewell service was wonderful! I’ll never forget it! 
Both Lenny and my two daughters said how friendly you all 
were. I want to thank all of you for your gifts and cards with 
your notes of well wishes added to them. I will miss you but I 
am planning on coming to the Women's luncheons. So I will 
see you soon. 

Love and Prayers, 

Ella 

A Valentine Card from Eda  
 
“God’s Blessings from the Winter Wonderland. There are 
not enough words in the dictionary to tell you how much I 
miss all of you. All of my Best to all “the best”. Love Eda.  



 PALM CROSSES 

Barbara Penhallow and her faithful team will be making the Palm Crosses on Friday, March 
18th at 10:00 AM here at Grace. If you would like to join the fun in making these won-
derful crosses please sign up in the Resource Center.  

 
 
 
 
 

“BOUQUETS FOR YOUR BONNET"“ 
Friday, March 18 at 1:00 p.m. 

Women's  Ministry 
 

 
Ladies, our elegant Annual Tea (April 9, 1:00 p.m.) is coming up soon. Since this is an "Elegant Affair" we are 
asking you to wear a hat to the tea. Hats are "requested" but definitely not "required." In preparation for this event 
we are holding our 5th Annual Bouquets for Your Bonnet - an afternoon of fun and fellowship decorating hats to 
be worn to the Tea. Our very creative and talented Fashion Designer, Elaine Runkel, and her team of creative and 
artistic designers will be assisting us. All adornments will be supplied, and if you do not have a hat to decorate we 
will supply one for you. There is no charge for this fun afternoon, but we do need to know how many will be at-
tending, and if you will need a hat supplied. So please sign up in the Resource Center. We truly look forward to 
having you join us for this great time together!! 

 

 

“THE  KRAMERS" 

The Worship And Music Committee and  Women's Ministry  are very pleased to be bringing  
"The Kramers",  an incredibly gifted and talented musical family to Grace Community Church.  
This concert will be held on Saturday, March 12th at 3:00 p.m.  We know you won't want to 
miss this outstanding program. There is no cost to attend and, also please feel free to invite 
your friends to join us. We look forward to this outstanding time together. 
  

 
March - Sunday Morning Bible Study -  David Craig 

 
A continuation of the series “BACK TO BASICS - The Truth we Believe - a study of the twelve foundational truths of 
our Christian faith. We are currently studying Part 3 - God’s Re-Creation. 
 
March 6, 2016 - Truth Nine: The Trinity - Academic WHAT we believe about One God in Three Persons. 
 
March 13, 2016 - Truth Nine: The Trinity - Apologetic WHY we believe God is Three Persons in One Being! 
 
March 20, 2016 - Truth Nine: The Trinity - Appliconic Applying to our lives the truth we believe about Trinity! 
 
March 27, 2016 - Easter Sunday - No Bible Study  
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                          Maundy Thursday 

We will be observing Maundy Thursday on     
Thursday, March 24th at 5:00 PM. Please plan   
to join us. Communion will be served. 

Letter of Appreciation from John Fain 

Dear Cooper,  

Dawn and I would like to extend to you, Sammie 
and the entire congregation of Grace Community 
Church just how humbled and blessed we were 
during our latest visit. Thank you for allowing us 
to come your way! We were truly stunned by 
your generosity and kindness. We also were chal-
lenged and inspired by your deep faith and love 
of our LORD.  Thank you for serving the rest of 
us in this way. 

I also want to say how much we loved interacting 
with all the members of your church. You have a 
tremendous congregation and I love seeing how 
their vision for the world is making a real differ-
ence within your parish and among the nations. We praise Him for how He is using you. 

Please express our love and appreciation to the members of Grace for the warmth they showed in welcoming 
us during our visit. Please know that your friendship and prayers are most meaningful and mean the world to 
us. 

In His Grace,                                                                                                                                                    
John Fain. 

Upcoming Events 

Kramer’s - (Saturday) March 12 - 3:00 PM 
Making Palm Crosses  - (Friday) March 18 - 10:00 AM 
Bouquets for Bonnets - (Friday) March 18 - 1:00 PM 

Palm Sunday - (Sunday) March 20 
Maundy Thursday Service  - (Thursday) - March 24 - 5:00 PM 

Good Friday - (Friday) March 25 - Noon 
Easter Sunday - (Sunday) - March 27  

Women’s Annual Tea (Saturday) April 9 - 1:00 PM 

March 2016 



Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1  2  3  4  5 

6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

13  14  15  16  17  18  19 

20  21  22  23  24  25  26 

27  28  29  30  31     

March	2016	

Deacon Mee ng  
9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
10:00 AM 

Bible Study 
8:30 AM 

Ministry Council 
Mee ng—9:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Bible Study 
8:30 AM 

Choir Prac ce 
9:00 AM 

Choir Prac ce 
9:00 AM 

Kramer Family     
Performance 
3:00 PM 

Bouquets for Bonnets 
1:00 PM 

Prayer Service 
9:45 AM 

Finance Mee ng 
10:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:45 AM 

 Communion 

Men’s Breakfast at 
Hole In One– 8:00 AM 

Women’s Bible Study 
JoAnne Williams 
10:00 AM 

Making Palm              
Crosses ‐ 10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
Mee ng—11:00 AM 

Mission Mee ng 
1:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday 
Service ‐5:00 PM 

Good Friday Service  
12:00 PM 

No Bible Study 

Easter Sunday 

Bible Study 

David Craig 

8:45 AM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Bible Study 

David Craig 

8:45 AM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Bible Study 

David Craig 

8:45 AM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Ukulele  Group 10:00 AM 

Session/Elder Retreat  
at Briarwood 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Women’s Bible Study 
JoAnne Williams 
10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible Study 
JoAnne Williams 
10:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 

Women’s Bible Study 
JoAnne Williams 
10:00 AM 

Bible Study 
8:30 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:45 AM 

Ukulele Group 
10:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
10:00 AM 

New Beginnings 
Lunch at Noon 

Bible Study 
8:30 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:45 AM 

Ukulele Group 
10:00 AM 

Brush Arbor 
Practice - 10:00 AM 

Brush Arbor 
Practice - 10:00 AM 

Brush Arbor 
Practice - 10:00 AM 

Choir Prac ce 
9:00 AM 

Choir Prac ce 
9:00 AM 

Choir Prac ce 
9:00 AM 

Brush Arbor 
Practice - 10:00 AM 

Brush Arbor 
Practice - 10:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 

Palm Sunday 
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